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RUSH’S REMARKS ON 





shall select but two. In the thirty-first letter of Mlorgagni on 
the causes and seats of diseases, article the twelfth, he relates 
the following case. “ A priest who laboured under an intesti- 
nal flux, discharged various kinds of humours, and these dis 


charges were attended with very severe pains of the bowels, 





but in them,there appeared neither any thing bloody or puru- 
All the 


intestines being examined, closely on their internal surface, 


lent. He died on the thirteenth day of the diseaser 


and that more than once, 8hewed no where any erosion, much 
less any ulceration, and whatsgeemed mofe surprising still, 
they were not without that mucu},as it is called, with which 


they are naturally smeared over.” 


Dr. Lind, after describing the habitual fluk;,concludes with 
the following remark. “I have seen an hundred cases, where af- 
ter the whole fluids ofthe body had been as it were dfained by 
along continued flux, the discharge at length stopt, and the pa- 
tient lived in good spirits for some weeks, though reducegago 
{perfect skeleton. After death, the intestines were a 
fectly free from ulceration, and in a sound state.” 

We observe 


imilar instances of the absence of the marks 





f disease in’ the salivary, and in the lachrymal glands, after 


he most copious and even protracted discharges have taken 


place from each of them. (7 
ag ge 


Naghere is a preternatural dischasgyfea milky flyjaetfom 
the bowelswajch I rt Gh most ¢ the liver. 


It has been callec Celiac flux. It is ve non in chil 
dren, in whprf Tt exists Wika gound mers Made and 


tomgph@“It occurs likewise occast@nally in adults, LM¥foni 














* Diseases of Hot Climates, p. 282 
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RUSH’S REMARKS. 








Pathologicaland Practical Remarks upon certain Morbid Affec- 
tions of the Liver. By Bunyampy Rusu, M. Dy Profes- 
sor of Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania. 








It has been comm pose that inflammation, obstruc- 


Mirrus, tubercles and gall stones con- 





stitute all the morb, of the liver. But there is good 





reason to beliey may be affésted with diseases without any 
nd state. I shall briefly 


their existence. 


Dhouc_is-a-pretematuralseeretion_ancexcretionof+thin 
V ati fla ‘This is common in hot climates, and 


in warm weather in climates alternately hot and cold. It is 
attended with diarrhoea, sickness, want of appetite, sometimes 
a vomiting in the morning, and when this is not the case, with 
feverishness, a clammy mouth, a burning in the eyes and 
hands, and a sallow comple That a preternatural secre- 
tion "aid exchetign@Bibile et place without any obvious 
maxpid affection of the liver, I infer from the examinagjén of 
the bodYrof a ladysWho diéthwith this symptom,, inet exces- 
“fider the 


nis dissection did not 








sive degree, ihythe month of August. g03, 
Dr. Physiek“and myself. The result" 
surpgisé me. The sasteggliéfice of the signs of disease, has 


are of 








been noticed in the bowels after both acute and chronic dis- 
charges from them, originating in preternatural action of their 


muscular fibres. From among many records of this kind I 
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MORBID AFFEGTIONS OF THE LIVER. 





describes it in the following words. “ Excreta albicant, et 
spumescunt,”* and again he gives the epithet “ Chylosi” to 
the matter discharged from the bowels.¢ Degner has taken 
notice of it in his treatise upon the dysentery. His words are 
“alii et quidem ante valetudinarii, superata dysenteria, per ali- 
quot adhuc hebdomadas, multum chyli albi quia pulte farinacea 
haudabhorrebat, cum fecibus naturalibus mixti, vel post eas, de 
jicicbant,”{¥A remarkable case of this disease came under my 
notice in the summer of the year 1809, in a lady from Wilming: 
ton in the Delaware state. She complained of a heaviness in het 
right side. Her stomach was in a healthy state, and her appe- 
tite and digestion were unimpaired. Her stools for many 
months were nearly as white as milk. er-disease-yielded-to 
hleeding,.calomel;-blistorsstind afterwardsto-nstempent-sntedin— 
ony 4 similar case, attended with pain in the right side 
and’ shoulder, occurred in the Pennsylvania Hospital in the 
months of February and Marth 1810, an account of which 
was preserved by Mr. Mooté*one of the apothecaries of the 
hospital. I have supposed in both these cases, as well as in all 
the others that have been mentioned, that the’milky discharge 
came from the liyer, and that it was chyle which the liver was 
unable from its redundancy or some morbid quality inherent 
in it, to prepare in such a manner as to fit it for being changed 
into blood: WWI haye called this disease diabetes chylosus ine 


* Opera Physico-Medica and Philologica, p. 188, v. ii 
+ P. 190, do. ¢ P, 31 
§ To the authorities mentioned in the author's inquiry into the functions of 
the liver ih support of the chylous nature of the hepatic bile, he will 
add another which he Nas lately met with in Verdue's Anatomy. His 
“We sometimes find it sweet (viz. the hepatic bile] in a man- 
ner like the dissolution of saccharum saturni” P16. And again, “The 
bitterness of the bile is never so great, but one may perceive some sweet 
mixed with it” P. 155, These facts furnish an additional argument in favot 
‘of the chylopoetie office of the liver. é 


oA Mie flate* re 


ADe- 


Agel 


















































testinalis. When this redundant or morbid chyle has been 
discharged by the kidneys it has been called diabetes mellitus, 
instead of whichname, I have given it that of diabetes chy: | 
losus renalis, ‘The kidneys I believe are not its primary seat. 
They are, I have supposed, like the bowels, the outlets only 


of the chyle. I infer this from the emaciation which takes 





place in this disease, and from the quantity of thematters dis- 
charged by the kidne 
than the drinks and aliments taken into the body. The for- /F 


being so much greater in’a given time 








mer occurs only in diseases of what are called glands of sup- 
ply, in which the liver is included, and the latte 


af 


can arise only 





from the constant di 





of the liver upon the fat and other 


} solid, or component. yrts of the body. The emaciation of 
the-body may-perhaps serve to distinguish this intestinal dia- J 
Ph Wee UD Lad betes from» a common intestinal diarrhea in which tffere'ie 7 
A dint often no loss of flesh, and according to Dr. Heberden in one 
instance, an increase of f: pus there are other outlets of | 
this Chyle besides the bowels-And the kidneys. These are the [J 


stomach, 










he lungs andthe 
are several 
tories ofthe dik 


ver marks of diseaSé in patients who die of what has been 


ivary glands from which there | 
nts of its having been discharged in the his- |) 


betes.) It is true the kidneys sometimes disco- 


called the diabetes mellitus ; but the same, andgnuch greater 
marks of disorganization occur in the kidneys inpatients who 
die of general diseases. This curious and important fact in 
morbid anatomy has been fully established by Dr. Proust in 
his excellent volumes of dissections entitled ‘ Medicine 
des Corps.” Ina 


great majority of persons who died of fevers, pulmonary con- 





Eclairee par Observation, et L’Overtur: 





sumption, and other visceral diseases, the kidneys were found 





in a diseased state-“It is possible the recumbent and supine 
posture of the body before death may be one of the causes) 
of their disorganization.” It was in consequence 6f*a belief 
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MORBID AFFECTIONS 





OF THE LIVERy 








tha fie n of diabetes affected the livery and with it the 
qrhole syste, with excessive morbid agfion in its first stage, 


that I had Yecourse to depleting remfédies for its cure, and 








happily with sudcgss in four instances out of five that have 


come under my notice. Iw ashe more disposed to believe 






the liver to be the print s&At of this disease from discover- 





ing the same opinion incigémally introduced by Dr. Mead into 


iis account of the poisgh of the Miper.* I know much is ascri- 
hed to a morbid stg¢@of the stomath in the production of dia- 
betes. There cap/beno doubt of its pox forming its office im- 
perfectly in,pfeparing the chyle, in this dis? but I suspect 


its morbig/state is occasioned. chiefly by its sy mpathy with a 


primayyfaffection of the livers» ye 
LV Afthere is a preternatural secretion from the liver of 


dear liquor, and nearly as insipid as water. Of this [have met 





7 with a remarkable instance. Benjamin Fuller, formerly a 
respectable merchant of this city, was afflicted for many years 
with a distressing colic, which was followed by a profuse dis: 
charge of water from his stomach. He died on the twen 
ty-ninth of November, 1799, and agreeably to his request 
before higgdeathyiifi body was opened by Dr. Dorsey in the 
presence Of DP Physick, and myself, We found nothing 

| morbid in the structure of the liver, except a small diminu- 

| tion of its size. In the gall-bladder we found. four gall 
| tones, two' of which were highly polished, by their friction 
upon each other, together with'about half a gill of exactly the 
same kind of clear and watery fluid’which he had been in the 
habit of discharging in quarts’at a time’from his stomach. 
This dissection served as’a clue to lead me torthe source of 


those copious discharges of water from the bowels which take 
* P.O, 41 
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Pen 


ausH’s REMARKS ON 


place in certain diseases. Piso has geseribed them inhis'ac 

of the * Diarth a Serosa” DT willis takes notice 

under the name of “watery stools,” in his description of the 
fluxes which prevailed in ‘London in the year 1670; and sit 
John Pringle mentions them! in his history of the Dysentery- 
Morgagni speaks of them 28 ocqufting chiefly jn the aie 
tumn, atime when the jiver is more fable to be affected with 
disease, than any other partof the body. He appea*s to have 
suffered from them Frisell. In travelling with, greathaste (0 
visit Cardinal Albanioin the yew" 4733, he tells us he discharg- 


ed at least sixtee almost Jimpid «. jn the course 
of twelve how 

should thus suddenly 

into the bowels. In these ca’ 

its ordinary ver more commonly CE 


watery plethors i : ity of the abdomen, where it 


produces the disease i y the name ofthe ascites If this 


jpinion be comrects TI) he diabetes Aqvosy be consi- | 
ered: as an ascites throw!” upon the kidney’ 2 ‘Ihhis: conjec- 
ture is rendered probable by preternatural flow of urine? 
often occurring in hard drinkers and hard grinkers. bens 


fren affected with diseased livers- 
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